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Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the Na-
tional District Attorney’s Association, NJ State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association and the 
American Correctional Association. 

He was a devoted man that showed his love 
for his family and his community through his 
actions. My thoughts and prayers are with Mr. 
LeRoy Jones, Sr.’s family. He is survived by 
his beloved wife Rosan Jones, his four chil-
dren LeRoy Joseph Jones, Jr., Leanne Jack-
son, Leisa Tynes-Merriweather and Lisa 
Jones, his 11 grandchildren, 5 great-grand-
children, two brothers and two sisters, and a 
host of other relatives and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my fellow members of 
the House of Representatives agree that Mr. 
LeRoy Joseph Jones, Sr. deserves to be rec-
ognized for a job well done and for his many 
years of service to the citizens of the State of 
New Jersey. This tribute recognizes his life’s 
work, his stellar career and his personal com-
mitment to improving the lives of his fellow 
man. 

f 

HONORING BEHAILU ASSEFA 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following Proclamation: 

Whereas, friends, colleagues, and the Ethio-
pian Community and Cultural Center wish to 
acknowledge a hard-working, beloved, and in-
tegral supporter of California’s Ethiopian com-
munity; 

Whereas, Behailu Assefa has been an ac-
tive cultural and business leader on the local, 
state, and national level; and 

Whereas, Behailu served as the President 
of the Ethiopian Community and Cultural Cen-
ter since its founding in 2001, he has also 
served as the President of the Ethiopian Com-
munity in Minneapolis, was President of the 
Ethiopian Sports Federation of North America 
and was a member of the Oakland and City of 
Bahir Dar Sister City Program; and 

Whereas, as the founder ASC Engineering 
Services, Behailu has provided professional 
certification of electrical products and served 
clients spanning over 4 continents and 40 
states over the span of 20 years; and 

Whereas, as founder of Terra Global Energy 
Developers, Behailu has utilized the experi-
ences of Ethiopian American Diaspora and 
their ingenuity to introduce a new wind energy 
project to the Ethiopian government; and 

Whereas, as the co-founder of Global Enter-
prise Engineering, Behailu has expanded the 
global presence of his company to Germany, 
Taiwan, China, Ethiopia, and Senegal; and 
therefore be it now 

Resolved, that I, Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI, of California’s 3rd District, do 
hereby recognize the exemplary service of 
Behailu Assefa, and encourage all to join me 
in celebrating him in his lifetime of achieve-
ments. 

THANKING FIRST RESPONDERS 
AND VOLUNTEERS FOR THEIR 
SERVICE AFTER A DEVASTATING 
TORNADO 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank the first responders and volunteers who 
have been working tirelessly in Cameron, Illi-
nois after an EF2 tornado devastated this 
small town in my district. While the storm 
caused widespread property damage and sev-
eral injuries, the good people from across the 
region who rushed to Cameron to help give 
me hope that this community will rebuild and 
become stronger than ever. 

First responders and volunteers stepped in 
at a time of great need and continue to pro-
vide safety, material assistance and comfort to 
the good people of Cameron. They came from 
all over the region bringing bottled water, tarps 
and even homemade blueberry pies to help 
this town of 600 people get back on its feet 
after 125 mile per hour winds tore through it 
last week. 

I spoke with many families who were af-
fected by the tornado, and there was a recur-
ring theme that resonated with me: Cameron 
was bent, not broken. With over 50 homes 
damaged, community members and other 
helpers have been working tirelessly to sup-
port these families and straighten out all the 
bends brought upon them by this disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, my heart goes out to all the 
families this terrible tornado impacted and I 
am grateful for the brave and generous first 
responders and volunteers who pour their 
time, energy, and love into helping Cameron 
recover. 
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CONGRATULATING THE WEST-
MINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF BAY CITY ON THEIR 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Bay City, Michigan, on the occasion of their 
150th anniversary. 

Westminster’s sacred story began on Au-
gust 23, 1865, when 15 members organized a 
new Presbyterian Church in the Village of 
Wenona. On the same day a cornerstone was 
laid for a house of worship on two lots do-
nated by Henry W. Sage on Catherine St. The 
house of worship for ‘‘The First Presbyterian 
Society of the Township of Bangor’’ was com-
pleted and dedicated on December 3, 1865 
under the leadership of Missionary Donald B 
Campbell. 

His mission complete, Rev. Campbell left in 
1868 and Rev. Elihu Turney Sanford became 
the first ordained minister of the new church. 
Westminster has been privileged to be led by 

a number of very capable leaders over the 
past 150 years, to include our current minister 
Rev. Matthew Schramm, who had the honor of 
serving as a guest chaplain for the U.S. 
House of Representatives in the summer of 
2014. 

In 1872, the name of the church was 
changed to the ‘‘First Presbyterian Church of 
Wenona’’, and finally in 1882 to ‘‘Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.’’ Also in 1882 plans 
were drawn for a new worship facility. Once 
again Henry W. Sage came forward and do-
nated four lots on Midland St where the 
church is presently located. On Christmas Day 
in 1883, the congregation worshipped in their 
new semi-gothic style church. 

In 1958, ground was broken for a new Fel-
lowship Hall, classrooms and a kitchen, and in 
1969 the congregation endorsed a building 
program for the existing Sanctuary with formal 
dedication ceremonies in September 1970. In 
2015, Westminster will begin its next 150 
years with a campaign to update the facility for 
future generations. 

The congregation has been active in min-
istry and service for 150 years. From working 
in USO activities, collecting metal for scrap 
drives, and sending care packages to service-
men during the war years, to hosting literacy 
programs for children and adults, serving free 
hot meals to those in need, and providing 
quality Christian education for all ages today, 
Westminster is well known in Bay City for its 
community focus. The church is proud to have 
been a charter organization for the Boy Scouts 
for over 50 years, and to open its doors for 
programs ranging from job training for special 
needs young adults to music and theatre re-
hearsal, and to provide meeting space for 
countless community organizations. 

Westminster has been a proud partner with 
the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission in Bay 
City since its inception. Not only has the 
church been an annual supporter during each 
of the mission’s ten years of operation, it was 
instrumental in the construction and opening 
of the men’s wing of the mission in 2008. In 
2015 Westminster helped sponsor the mis-
sion’s annual Golf Challenge Fund Raiser, 
which earned a near record $73,000 to pro-
vide a place of hope and care for the needy 
in and around Bay City. 

Westminster actively supports missions in 
Niger, India, Zambia, Thailand, and the Middle 
East, while also supporting disaster relief ef-
forts throughout the world. Both pastors and 
members of the congregation have assumed 
an active role in leading the Lake Huron Pres-
bytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
General Assembly. 

Through partnering with quality programs 
and organizations, sharing fellowship and 
service, inspiring teaching and worship, and 
outwardly-focused and selfless mission, West-
minster seeks to further its own legacy of 
hope and care in Bay City since 1865, and 
looks forward to the next 150 years serving 
God and humanity, sharing the love of Jesus 
through faith, hope and love, with an open and 
genuine spirit. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the work done by 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Bay 
City and thank them for the service they have 
provided to the community. 
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